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2022 SHHA Annual Meeting Announcement & Agenda

The Annual Meeting of the Sandia Heights Homeowners Association mem-
bership will be on Saturday, February 19, 9:00-10:30 Am. It will be held virtu-
ally via the Zoom application. If you would like to attend, please notify the
office before close of business on February 11. You will then receive the
Zoom link prior to the meeting; the link is necessary in order to attend.

Business Meeting

I.  Call to order and establishment of a quorum

Il.  Approval of the Agenda

[Il.  Approval of the Minutes of the 2021 Annual Meeting

IV. Introduction of invited guests

V. Introduction of the 2021 Board of Directors and SHHA Standing Com-
mittee Chairs

VI. Election by membership of two new Directors to the Board

VII. Announcement of 2022 Officers and Board of Directors

VIII. Reports for 2021 to the membership by the Officers and Standing Com-
mittee Chairpersons’ written reports (Questions from the members
must be submitted in written form and will be answered, when possi-
ble, in the Question and Answer Session)

IX. Business meeting adjourned

Break

Question and Answer Session

l.  Answers to written questions by appropriate Officer/Committee Chair

[l. Wrap-up

[1l. Question and Answer Session ends

Board Member Candidate

Susan McCasland, Nominating Committee Chair

Rick Thomson is a candidate for the SHHA Board of Directors. Mr. Thomson
is a new Sandia Heights resident. He and his wife moved here from Dallas,
where he volunteered with both his HOA and church. Until recently, he was
CEO of his own company and dealt with financial, administrative, engineer-
ing, scientific, manufacturing and marketing operations. Mr. Thomson be-
lieves strongly that individuals should be engaged in their local communities
and so is interested in serving on the Board. He will bring his experience and
fresh perspectives to the SHHA Board if elected by you, our members.

Kathleen McCaughey is also a Board candidate. Her qualifications were
published in last month’s GRIT.


http://www.sandiahomeowners.org/
mailto:sandiaheights@comcast.net
mailto:shha@sandiahomeowners.org

2022 SHHA Annual Meeting

Procedures of Conduct

e All attendees must pre-register to receive the sign-in
information and link. Attendees will be placed in a vir-
tual Waiting Room for membership verification be-
fore being admitted to the meeting.

® Please place your microphone on mute until recog-
nized by presiding Officer during the meeting. This
will eliminate background noise.

® Questions to the Officers or on Committee reports
will be written via the Zoom “chat” process and sent
to the Secretary, and each will be addressed accord-
ing to the agenda. No oral questions will be accepted.

e Before speaking, a member must be recognized by
the Presiding Officer; please unmute your micro-
phone to be recognized and state your name.

SHHA Street-side Cleanup
By Joe Boyce, Parks & Safety Committee chair

Recently, | saw a lady walking her dog have to jump into
waist high weeds on the side of the road to avoid being hit
by a truck coming down the street. The truck couldn’t see her
because of a bush growing out into the street, and | got chills
thinking of how close it came to a tragedy—a very preventa-
ble tragedy. I’'m sure many of us have experienced similar
events walking in the neighborhood. We can do better.

As you may know, the Bernalillo County actually owns sev-
eral feet into each Sandia Heights lot from the street asphalt,
and comes out about twice a year to mow and clear this area
of the roadside. They recently did San Rafael for example,
and it made a major improvement in safety. Although the
County has the right to do this, it is actually the homeowner’s
responsibility to maintain this street-side area year-round,
improving fire risk and safety around their home. Thanks to
those of you who already keep your yard near the street clear
and unobstructed—this is preferred to the county doing it
(see photo). However, some residents still haven’t gotten
the message or are simply unable to do this critical work.

We are asking that homeowners address this need and
clear brush and plants for 2-3 feet near the street in order to
improve safety around their property. This will also reduce
liability from accidents and avoidable injuries—the “cracked
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sidewalk’” hazard. Another step that helps is for residents to
urge our local Bernalillo County administration and repre-
sentatives to do the mowing and cutting on a regular, twice-
a-year minimum basis. Antonio Jaramillo is the director of Op-
erations and Maintenance with responsibility for this area.
Website: https://www.bernco.gov/public-works/about-the-
public-works-division/operations-maintenance-department/
His email is aejaramillo@bernco.gov and office phone is
(505) 848-1548. Let him know, too, if you are happy with
work the County has done.

Our committee has had recent discussions about SHHA
sponsoring a commercial landscaper to clear major street
sides with homeowners’ permission, but that proposal has
several obvious drawbacks including cost, liability, and com-
munication difficulty. It’s on hold for now. We ask that resi-
dents provide feedback on this idea in an email to
SHHA@sandiahomeowners.org with any comments or
thoughts on this issue. Thank you for your consideration.

: e A g T
County’s clearance of obstruction

Weeds yet to be cleared in foreground; after clearing in
background
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Dangerous Intersection

On November 16, the following letter was sent on be-
half of the SHHA membership to Senator Martin Hickey,
New Mexico District 20 legislator; Representative Wil-
liam Rehm, New Mexico District 31 legislator; and Com-
missioner Walt Benson, Bernalillo County District 4 rep-
resentative.

B R R E S R R S Rk R Ok S o

Dear Senator Hickey, Representative Rehm, and Com-
missioner Benson:

This fall, the southbound entry from Paseo Del Norte
onto Tramway Blvd. was changed for the worse, as has
been noted by the majority of complaints we have re-
ceived from our 2400 household drivers using the route,
and by local media. https://www.krge.com/traffic-
roads/drivers-question-change-merge-lanes-on-tram-
way-and-paseo-removed/. Where there once was a safe
lane for cars to merge, white pylons have now been
placed to narrow the entry point, resulting in cars enter-
ing from Paseo Del Norte having a “Blind Spot” for ve-
hicles and bicyclists coming south on Tramway Blvd. at
60+ mph.

During a recent trash pickup along Tramway Blvd.,
we witnessed several near accidents at this location in
an hour, with no significant benefit for any traffic or bi-
cyclists. We have discussed this with the district 3 engi-
neer responsible, Nancy Perea, to no avail. We encour-
age you to visit the scene and see for yourself how bad
this intersection has become as a result of blind adher-
ence to inappropriate, albeit well intentioned traffic de-
sign.

Our board is unanimous in concern at the dangerous
situation that has been created as a result of this
change, and we request your assistance in rectifying the
situation, including creation of a longer merge lane and
removal of the pylons to improve safety for bicyclists
and vehicles using both Tramway Blvd. and Paseo Del
Norte. Please contact Joe Boyce at (816) 261-6304 or
mkjboyce@yahoo.com for any questions or infor-
mation concerning this situation.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

_/ g,z/ /}y -

Joe Boyce, Parks & Safety Chairman
Sandia Heights Homeowners Association
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Roger Hagengruber, President
Sandia Heights Homeowners Association

DRIVERS VOICE CONCERNS ABOUT ISSUES WITH
. CHANGE TO TURN LANE ON PASEO AND TRAMWAY

B R Rk R R ok kR e

January 17, 2022

“The time is always right to do what is right.”

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do
that.”

“l have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a
burden to bear.”

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where.”

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent
about things that matter.”

“We must accept finite disappointment, but never
lose infinite hope.”

“Forgiveness is not an occasional act.”

“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t
see the whole staircase.”

“We may have all come on different ships, but we’re
in the same boat now.”

“l have a dream.”


https://www.krqe.com/traffic-roads/drivers-question-change-merge-lanes-on-tramway-and-paseo-removed/
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NOVEMBER CALLS TO SANDIA HEIGHTS SECURITY PATROL

The following statistics are the latest provided by Sandia Heights Security since the last GRIT. Please be reminded that Sandia
Heights Services (they provide water, sewer, trash and recycle collection, and security services) is a subscription service separate
from Sandia Heights Homeowners Association membership. Also, Membership in SHHA does not include Sandia Heights Security
membership. You can call Security to confirm your membership with them. If you have questions, please call Sandia Heights Se-
curity at 856-6347, mobile 263-4654.

November 2021 # of calls # of calls
Alarms 6 Special Extra Patrol 4
Animal Control Assist 1 Special Request/Vacation 88
Customer Assist 1 Speeding Vehicle 0
Lost/Found Pet 0 Suspicious Activity 4
Motorist Assist 2 Suspicious Person 8
Neighbor Dispute 0 Suspicious Vehicle 1
Newspaper/Package Pickup 6 Vandalism 1
Noise Complaint/Suspicious Noise 2 Vehicle Burglary/Break In 1
Salesman Complaint 1 Total Calls 126

Useful Numbers: Emergency Police/Fire/Rescue: 9-1-1 (Be sure to let the operator know you are in Sandia Heights — an unincor-
porated area of Bernalillo County) Bernalillo County Sheriff Non-Emergency: 798-7000 Berndlillo County Fire Department Non-
Emergency: 468-1310 SHS Water/Sewer Emergencies (M-F 7AM - 4PM): 856-6345 SHS Water/Sewer Emergencies After Hours:
888-5336 NM Gas Co. Emergencies: 697-3335 PNM Outage & Emergencies: 1-888-342-5766

Announcements & Notices:

¢ Office hours: Monday - Friday 9 am — 4 pm.

¢ Board Meeting: scheduled for Wednesday, January
12, 2022, at 6:30 pm via Zoom Meeting.

e Office Closures for Holiday(s): Monday, January 17,
2022, in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
¢ Notary services (except on Fridays), copies (20 per
month) and faxes, e-mail alerts, and contractor
evaluation binder are free to members. Also, voter

registration in office.

e Committee meeting dates are posted on our web-
site calendar: www.sandiahomeowners.org.

e Classified ads can be found on the website on the
top bar menu under Notices and Information/Clas-
sifieds.

e Safety vests for sale in the SHHA Office. $2.50 per
vest for members, cash or check only.

e Tram passes for sale in the SHHA Office. $7.50 per
ticket for members on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. Cash or check only. Tickets purchased must be
for one date at a time per residence. To view the
Tram Pass Procedures for SHHA Members go to
http://sandiahomeowners.org/notices-and-infor-
mation/notices-and-information/96-tram-passes.
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ACC Color Reference Guide is available to borrow in
the SHHA Office for up to 30 days. $20 refundable de-
posit is required. Cash or check only.

SHHA Member Benefits:

Check out the entire SHHA Member Benefits Program
and the discounts offered to SHHA members at
www.sandiahomeowners.org, under the Notices and
Information tab. Each participating merchant offers
adiscount to SHHA members. The following is a list of
currently participating merchants:

Jade Enterprises Inc.

Tutor Doctor



http://www.sandiahomeowners.org/
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Free Tram Passes
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‘ DREAM HOME S Year ! Call to reserve yours today!

505-440-8956

BY VERONICA GONZALES
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Brought the
Buyer

AL

el T Mt AN
59 Rock Point Pl NE
$1,160,000

0 Properties in . _
” | Sandia Heights

\ - -
. FRoove Sandia Resort & Casino andia Crest
P B o= ® sl home values
o Bj\loon Fiesta Park D) Nahor:a?Famesl ™
il increased by 19%
Q ® From December 2020
‘ > Albuquerque . e to
p December 2021
;50‘::;«?55':‘ Qﬁs‘.“;g%%;zg,o e e QF;OSKCO Wholesale
(345) S
= Sandia
o G - .. Sandia Heights Resident
e . - e ) Wht:i; cgs Markelo | 2 a n d
DOWNTOWN ul ospital . 1 i i
e (OO @ Neighborhood Specialist
e e B S

Considering a Move
Visit our website to find out your home value
or Call for an in-depth market analysis 505.440.8956

Specializing in Your Neighborhood ,

KELLERWILLIAMS .
\/WX ey Veronica Gonzales
: Veronica@ABQDreamHomes.com

INTERNATIONAL
www.ABQDreamHomes.com
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Sharon McCollum Sells Sandia Heights Homes !
Executive Real Estate Broker 25 Million Dollar Producers In Association with Remax Select

(505) 822-0080.DIRECT | (505) 269-6217 CELL
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS CALL OR TEXT 269 -6217 TODAY!

www.albuquerquehomes.net | www.sharonandjudson.com | www.Sandichights.com
smmmabq@aol.com [ (505) 822-0080

- ——

Saridia Helghts MARKET UPDATE PAST YEAR 12/ 202.0 to 12/ 2021

1 Larger homes For Sale on Larger Lots | Avg Asking price $742,500 | Avg Asking prnce/sf$277.05
6 Pending | Avg Asking Price $799,150| Avg Asking price/sf $229.84
57 Homes Closed past year to date | Avg Sold Price $794 612 | Avg Sold price/sf. $218.88

SHARON McCoLLum
1 Smaller homes on smaller lots | Avg Asking price $399,000 | Avg Asking price/sf$211.33
2 homes pending | Avg Asking Price $ 314,500| Avg Asking price/sf $208.47
49 Homes Closed past year to date | Avg Sold Price $379,999| Avg Sold price/sf $213.03

Family First! Doing What's Right for You

’ @ n m Note Every Home Is Unique . Price is always based on condition, updates, location and views.
Current Interest rates hovering around 3.25% for 30 year conventional & 3% 30 year VA!
SOLD!
7 1405 San Rafacl PIN 1195 Bobcat Blvd NE 8210 Indigo Court NE 54 Rock Ridge Court NE

ANOTHER GREAT SANDIA HEIGHTS HOME! SOLD!
24 SANDIA HEIGHTS DRIVE NE | ASKING PRICE $725,000 | 3119 SF | 3BR | 3 BATHS

Unique Home! Understated Elegance

Quality Features! Great Views!

FAMILY FIRST- SHARON BELIEVES IN DOING WHAT IS RIGHT FOR YOU AND

YOUR FAMILY WHEN IT COMES TO BUYING AND SELLING REAL ESTATE
ITIS A GREAT YEARFORREAL ESTATE AND ...Sharon McCollum is ready to sell your Sandia Heights Home using her local expertisc and
worldwide reach in prospecting and marketing. She has a long list of satisfied Sandia Heights families: this is because Sharon promotes top values in
Sandia Heights. She offers you a full service, comprehensive and aggressive “Marketing Plan to get your home SOLD fast”! Sharon's marketing plan
includes intense investing in internet marketing and up to date prospecting and marketing technology systems promoting your home to all buyers for
Sandia Heights Homes. Check out home sales near you by contacting Sharon today CALL OR TEXT 505 269 6217.

Remax Select « 8300 Carmel Avenue NE, Ste 203 Albuquerque, NM 87122 « (505) 822-0080 (505) 798-1000 BEST NUMBER (505) 269-6217

25 Years of Superior Service in Albuquerque Real Estate

JAN 2022 Associated with REMAX o The World'’s Largest Real Estate Company Estatc Properties « Worldwide Reach
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Monthly Fun Fact

Here’s a really weird one! One of those ridiculous laws that is still on the books. In New Mexico, it is illegal to
dance while wearing a sombrero. Guess these guys are in big trouble!

'y

2022 Residents’ Guide & Directory

If you’re a SHHA member, you should be receiving your copy of the
2022 Residents’ Guide and Directory very soon. Congratulations to
Harold Cole who submitted the winning photo of a stranger peering
in his window. This will appear on the front of the 2022 Directory.

Little Neighborhood Libraries

Community Service & Membership Committee

Calling all Little Neighborhood Libraries. The
SHHA Community Service & Membership
Committee would like to compile a listing of
Little Libraries in Sandia Heights. If you have
a Little Library or know of one in your
neighborhood, please e-mail the address to
TheGritSHHA@gmail.com or sandiaheights
@comcast.net. We will keep the list in the
office available for all residents, and may
publish the list occasionally in The GRIT.
Thank you.
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ACC Activity Log

Summary of Approved Projects activity since the last GRIT:

54 Rock Ridge Court - Landscaping

212 Spring Creek Place — Repair Stucco

taic Panels

246 Spring Creek Place - Install Roof Mounted Photovol-

539 Black Bear Road - Spa with Flagstone pad/Walkway

754 Tramway Lane — New Stucco Wall

868 Tramway Lane Court — Replace Gutters

1027 Tramway Lane - Reroof

1051 Red Oaks Loop - Addition

1128 Marigold Drive - Landscaping

1148 Marigold Drive - Install Concrete Pad and Walkway

1148 Marigold Drive — Rebuild Fence

1702 Quail Run Court — Reroof Tar & Gravel

1841 Tramway Terrace Loop - Replace Fence

1845 Tramway Terrace Loop - Repaint Home

1872 San Bernardino Drive - Restucco

1874 San Bernardino Drive - Landscaping

1949 Quail Run Loop - PV Panel Installation

2313 Calle de Rafael — Raise Height of Wall

2437 Tramway Terrace Court — Replace Swamp Cooler
w/ HVAC

2437 Tramway Terrace Court — Replace Fence and Ra-
don Mitigation System Installation

2724 Tramway Circle — Replace Canales with Down-
spouts and Gutters

7739 Cedar Canyon Road - Replace Cement Driveway

8250 Raintree Drive — Repaint Garage Door & Garage
Door Trim

Letter to the Editor

I’m writing to recommend that a posting be placed
monthly in The GRIT, advising people that jog or
walk in the neighborhood foothills, on the safest
and proper method to do so.

Bikers, motorcycles, autos drive according to rec-
ognized laws, on the right side of the road. Walkers,
joggers walk/jog AGAINST oncoming traffic, not
with it.

The individuals walking/jogging on the same side
and direction of traffic pose a great danger to the
traffic that must go around them, basically causing
this traffic to often drive blindly into oncoming traf-
fic.

With the numerous hills and curves in our neigh-
borhood, driving around walkers/joggers has nearly
caused deadly results.

Some walkers/joggers are walking dogs, are hard
of hearing, have headphones on listening to music
or are talking on their headphones or hand-held
phones, oblivious to traffic coming up behind them.
Often times walking 2-3' distant from the edge of
the street, forcing traffic to go around them to
avoid hitting them when they do not move or real-
ize a vehicle is coming up behind them.

I’m sending this suggestion for the monthly GRIT
in the hope an injury or fatality can be avoided.

Best regards,

Franklin S.

[ed: Franklin, we won’t be able to publish a pedes-
trian advisory every month, but here’s your caution-
ary letter. And remember, everyone—safety vests
are available to members at the SHHA office for
only $2.50. They work! | have one and have noticed
that drivers notice me much sooner than when I am
not wearing it.]

Visit the website: www.sandiahomeowners.org to read

about all projects currently under ACC management.
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SPECIALIZING IN NORTH ALBUQUERQUE ACRES £
AND SANDIA HEIGHTS FOR OVER 25 YEARS. :

REMODELS INCLUDING KITCHEN AND BATH
STUCCO AND ROCFING

WINDOW REPLACEMENTS

ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

(ALL LENNARD GEORGE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE. 220-2838

@ CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION
Proressionat contracrors  LTCONSTRUCTION.COM
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GREG LOBBEREGT

Yeur Trusted Seurce for Real Estate Infjermation

Sandia Heights Resident Since 2006
Proudly Serving Sandia Heights Since 1983

CELL: 505.269.GREG (4734) | EMAIL: GREG@GREGLOBB.COM
WWW.ABQFORSALE.COM | WWW.GREGLOBB.COM "

‘) » |
ASSOCIATE BROKER, GRS | OFFICE: -292-8000
4 = Srokes, 0gs TorriE: iagam i

L8l COLDWELL BANKER
LEGACY

COLDWELL BANKER
LEGACY

7 REASONS WE'REMNOT IN A "

REAL ESTATE DN ~ N

3 [ \
REAL ESTATE BROKERS & ANALYSTS STUDYINﬁ(ET FUNDAMENTALS

OFFER 7 REASONS THE U.S. IS NOT IN AHOUSI

1. Low inventory
Housing sales across the country
declined , according to data released by
the National Association of Realtors.
The primary reason is lack of supply. In
November, there were 1.07 million
homes for sale, down 28.2 percent from
the prior year. That is far below the 4
million homes on the market in July
2007 during the last housing bubble.

2. Lack of supply

Currently, the U.S. housing market is 3.8
million single-family homes short of
demand, according to Freddie Mac. A
low level of new home construction over
the past three years has increased that
shortfall, which was estimated at 2.5
million units in 2018.

New housing starts are rising, but the
supply of new homes is projected to
remain well below demand.

3. Favorable demographics

Nearly 5 million millennials will be turning
30 this year, with similar numbers
coming in 2022. A significant percentage
are looking to buy homes and
condominiums — a big change in the
market compared to five years ago.

In fact, millennials are expected to
continue to drive the nation’s real estate
market for the next decade.

4. Return of international demand
As the COVID-19 pandemic recedes,
international travel and home purchases

BBLE.

will pick up. In many states, international
buyers have sought vacation homes,
primary residences and investment
properties in the U.S.

5. Low mortgage rates

While mortgage rates have begun
creeping up, there are no signs of a spike
that could bring the home financing
process to a halt.

The Federal Reserve is supporting
housing market by keeping short-term
rates low — a practice expected to follow
into 2022 at |east.

6. Tight credit

Risky credit practices in the early 2000s
were a leading cause of the last housing
bubble. Back then, lenders offered loans
with “nothing down,” adjustable rates or
balloon payments and easy terms to
borrowers with marginal credit ratings.
At that time, risky loans comprised
about 40 percent of the mortgage
market, according to a Morgan Stanley
report. Currently, those loans are only 2
percent of the market.

7. Greater equity

Rising home prices and greater savings
rates have increased equity for millions
of U.S. owners. A report from ATTOM
Data Solutions, found that one in three
of the 55.8 million mortgaged homes
was “equity-rich,” with loans 50 percent
or less of estimated market value.

- S I
o /‘”‘—'.-‘;

PENDING

125 Whitetail Drive NE
3281 SQFT 4BR 2.5BA

HE
L e

153 Juniper Hill Road NE
2403 SQFT 3BR 3BA

1846 Tramway Terrace Loop NE
1871 SQFT 3BR 1.75BA

FREE TRAM PASSES

are available from me every
day. Email or call me today!
Greg@GregLobb.com
or 505.269.GREG

FOR A FREE REAL ESTATE REVIEW, CALL OR EMAIL GREG@GREGLOBB.COM
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SeeWhat Homes Are Selling For In Sandia Heights p vi‘

www.SandiaHeightsOnline.com

Happy New year to all the Sandia Heights
Top RE/MAX Agent : ~ . . [
residents and their families!

Sandia Heights Resident
Pete Veres, Crs, ABR, CLHMS "'(/l/zfsfzing you a safe and prosperous 2022!

SRES - Senior Real Estate Specialist
Integrity & Professionalism. .. Period

Call Pete For Your Free Sales
and Marketing Consultation

505-362-2005
www.TopAbgAgentReviews.com

Data for all homes. Information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed from MLS.

MAX SANCHEZ, MBA, CRS

Your Neighborhood Real Estate Expert

* 43 Year Real Estate Broker
* 30 Year Sandia Heights Resident

No one has sold more homes in Sandia Heights!
Proven Integrity, Knowledge and Experience.

&
MAX SANCHEZ,

COLDWELL
MBA,CRS BANKER COLDWELL BANKER
505-228-8287 LEGACY LEGACY

MaxSanchez.com 10400 Academy Road NEAlbuquerque, NM 87111
SandiaHts.com 505-293-3700
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Update on Invasive Siberian Elms
Covenant Support Committee

Articles on invasive vegetation, including the Siberian elm, have recently been published in The GRIT (November
2020, October 2021, November 2021). This article serves to reinforce the message that the Siberian elm is consid-
ered an invasive species and that planting new trees of this type in Sandia Heights is prohibited.

Although the Covenants for all but two Units mention “Chinese’” elms as the prohibited tree, the Chinese elm
is generally not considered to be the invasive type that was the original intent of the Covenants; rather the Sibe-
rian elm is considered to be the more invasive and, hence, prohibited tree.

One characteristic that aids in distinguishing between the two types of elm is the bark on mature elms, which
is deeply furrowed on the Siberian, and much smoother on the Chinese. The bark of a mature Chinese elm is
comparatively smooth and has a distinctive light-colored mottling, hence the Chinese elm is also referred to as
the lacebark elm (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulmus_parvifolia). See photos below for the bark types on mature
trees.

Siberian elm

Chinese elm bark (left) and Siberian elm bark (right). Notice the roughness of the Siberian elm bark. (Natesnursery.com)

Our understanding is that most, if not all, of the invasive elms in Sandia Heights are Siberian elms. Chinese elms
are not nearly as prevalent in New Mexico as are Siberian elms (“Rethinking the dreaded Siberian EIm,” Rebecca
Moss, Santa Fe New Mexican, 2017). However, Siberian elms actually make up a significant portion of the tree
canopy in places like Taos and provide beneficial shade in an increasingly drying environment. (R. Moss, 2017).
Note that some sources list all elms as invasive in New Mexico (Treesforme.com).

The November 2020 GRIT article informs the neighborhood that removal of mature Siberian (invasive) elms will
not be enforced by the CSC, due in large part to the high costs of both removal and litigation, but an additional
consideration is that the mature elm trees can provide beneficial shade. However, the October 2021 GRIT article
reminds us that it is the homeowners’ responsibility to maintain their yards, and as such immature Siberian elms
should be removed as soon as possible after they are observed. Identifying whether young elms are Siberian or
Chinese can be difficult, because the leaves are similar and the bark has not attained the distinguishing character-
istics that mature elms exhibit. When in doubt it is probably best to remove all young elm trees in a timely fash-
ion—and this is most easily done when they can be pulled out rather than dug out. (See photo on page 14.)

Continued on p. 12...
11 The GRIT — January 2022 — Volume 38 — No. 1


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulmus_parvifolia
http://treesforme.com/

...continued from p. 11

*

L.ar.'..lge:,.nﬂ;t;tu-r"e Siberian elm (Bdckground) across the street from a garden in whic elm seelig/sprouts are groing (forroundcirled).

The photo below on the left shows a close-up of the trunk of the large elm, showing deep furrowing that is
characteristic of the invasive Siberian elm. The picture on the right shows a close-up of the seedlings/sprouts
invading the garden. These seedlings/sprouts have since been removed by the homeowner—before the situation
got any worse.

:

unk m‘S‘anla eights showing deep furowing haracterfstfc o atur Siberian elms (let),ancloe—up
of elm seedlings/sprouts growing in the garden across the street from the tree (right).

Iose—up of tr
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... continued from previous page

Another motivation for removing Siberian elms, with their moisture-loving, shallow root systems, is that they
can ruin your septic systems, sewage and effluent pipes, and drainage fields (R. Moss, 2017), and can also be
damaging to foundations, driveways, walls, patios and walkways. You most certainly don’t want these trees any-
where near your septic system components.

The Charter for the Covenant Support Committee states that, together with the SHHA, we aim to promote
the common interests and welfare of homeowners, property owners and residents within Sandia Heights and to
preserve the unique character and quality of life of the area. As such, we maintain a level of stewardship of the
environment as articulated in and consistent with the original intent of the Covenants. With regard to invasive
elm trees, the CSC will enforce removal of immature trees when valid complaints are submitted to the SHHA
through the proper protocol.

SH Tips & Hacks

Little Green Bucket. Did you know that there is a paid service you can sign up for to turn your garbage and food
scraps into compost? It’s called Little Green Bucket, and you can visit their website at https://littlegreen-
bucket.com/. You have a choice of receiving a bag of compost twice a year or having it donated to a local com-
munity garden, farm, or non-profit. When you sign up, you get a... well... little green bucket to fill with your food
scraps. Leave the bucket outside on your collection day. The service will pick up the full bucket and exchange it
for a clean, empty bucket. That’s all there is to it. You can elect to have the bucket picked up weekly, biweekly,
or monthly. No more worrying about putting out your regular trash can overnight during the active bear months.
If you have a garbage disposal, there will be less going down it and, hence, less filling your septic tank or going
to the sewage plant. And you’re not adding garbage to our landfills.

i 1

LITTLE

GREEN
BUCKET
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Sherry Fowler is a
Sandia Heights resident
with over 30 years of
real estate experience!

Call today to schedule
your complimentary
consultation!

505-301-4425

® Professional Photos and Virtual Tours Included
® Free Staging Service for Vacant Homes

® Special Discount for all Sandia Heights Residents
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SCHEDULE YOUR DESIGN CENTER VISIT
CALL 494-1693 | ONLINE PoulinDesignCenter.com
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ABQ: 8600 Pan American Fwy NE | SANTA FE: 1300 Rufina Cir, Ste B-1| 494-1693 | Lic. # 21850

will make you feel at home.
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Community Events Bulletin Board

This group is not sponsored by SHHA. Information is provided to keep residents informed.

Sandia Heights “Cork & Fork” Dining Activity: We are happy to announce that Cork & Fork has resumed
our bimonthly dinners. We gather in the homes of our members. Each small dinner group is typically 6-8
people, including the hosts. The host decides the menu theme and prepares a main dish, with attendees
contributing to some part of the meal—along with a wine to go with their dish. The emphasis is on food
and fun rather than formal elegance. Though most of the dinners are smaller, there are 2 whole-group
dinners during the year. All adult Sandia Heights residents are welcome. To inquire or join any time of year,
call Rene Kessel at (505) 504-3886 or email at rene.kessel@cblegacy.com.

Notice: Any corrections to the printed version of the GRIT can be found on the website: www.sandiahomeowners.org.
We always welcome Letters to the Editor and your response to articles in The GRIT. Email us at thegritshha@gmail.com.

History of New Year’s Celebrations
from History.com

Civilizations around the world have been celebrating the start of each new year for at least four millennia. To-
day, most New Year’s festivities begin on December 31 (New Year’s Eve), the last day of the Gregorian calendar,
and continue into the early hours of January 1 (New Year’s Day). Common traditions include attending parties,
eating special New Year’s foods, making resolutions for the new year and watching fireworks displays.

The earliest recorded festivities in honor of a new year’s arrival date back some 4,000 years to ancient Baby-
lon. For the Babylonians, the first new moon following the vernal equinox—the day in late March with an equal
amount of sunlight and darkness—heralded the start of a new year. They marked the occasion with a massive
religious festival called Akitu (from the Sumerian word for barley, which was cut in spring) that involved a dif-
ferent ritual on each of its 11 days. In addition to the new year, Atiku celebrated the mythical victory of the
Babylonian sky god Marduk over the evil sea goddess Tiamat and served a political purpose: It was during this
time that a new king was crowned or that the current ruler’s divine mandate was symbolically renewed.

Throughout antiquity, civilizations around the world developed increasingly sophisticated calendars, typi-
cally pinning the first day of the year to an agricultural or astronomical event. In Egypt, for instance, the year
began with the annual flooding of the Nile, which coincided with the rising of the star Sirius. The first day of the
Chinese new year, meanwhile, occurred with the second new moon after the winter solstice.

The early Roman calendar consisted of 10 months and 304 days, with each new year beginning at the vernal
equinox; according to tradition, it was created by Romulus, the founder of Rome, in the eighth century BCE. A
later king, Numa Pompilius, is credited with adding the months of Januarius and Februarius. Over the centuries,
the calendar fell out of sync with the sun, and in 46 B.C. the emperor Julius Caesar decided to solve the problem.
He introduced the Julian calendar, which closely resembles the modern Gregorian calendar that most countries
around the world use today. As part of his reform, Caesar instituted January 1 as the first day of the year, partly
to honor the month’s namesake: Janus, the Roman god of beginnings, whose two faces allowed him to look
back into the past and forward into the future.

In many countries, revelers often enjoy meals and snacks thought to bestow good luck for the coming year.
Other customs that are common worldwide include watching fireworks and singing songs to welcome the new
year, including Robert Burns’ ever-popular “Auld Lang Syne.” The practice of making resolutions for the new
year is thought to have first caught on among the ancient Babylonians, who made promises in order to earn the
favor of the gods and start the year off on the right foot. (They would reportedly vow to pay off debts and
return borrowed farm equipment.)

In the United States, the most iconic New Year’s tradition is the dropping of a giant ball in New York City’s
Times Square at the stroke of midnight. Millions of people around the world watch the event, which has taken
place almost every year since 1907.
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s I SANDIATHEIGHTS HOMEQWNERS ASSOCIATION

Sandia Heights Homeowners Association
12700 San Rafael Ave. NE, Suite 3
Albuquerque, NM 87122

The SHHA office will be closed on Monday, January 17, 2022,
in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.



